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CONFIDENTIAL VALLETTA 0726 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, MT 

SUBJECT: MINTOFF PRESS CONFERENCE DURING MEDITERRANEAN 
SOCIALIST MEETING 

REF: VALLETTA 0703, AND PREVIOUS (NOTAL) 

1 . TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE PRESENCE IN MALTA OF A NUMBER 
OF FOREIGN JOURNALISTS COVERING THE MEETING OF "PROGRESSIVE'’ 
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MEDITERRANEAN SOCIALISTS, MALTESE PRIME MINISTER MINTOFF 
SUMMONED THEM TO HIS OFFICE ON JUNE 24 FOR A SO-CALLED 
PRESS CONFERENCE. THIS TWO-HOUR AFFAIR CONSISTED OF A 
MINTOFFIAN MONOLOGUE (DELIVERED IN MALTESE), WHICH WAS 
THEN LABORIOUSLY TRANSLATED INTO FIVE OTHER LANGUAGES (ONE 
AT A TIME, RATHER THAN SIMULTANEOUSLY), FOLLOWING WHICH 
MINTOFF ACCEPTED A FEW WRITTEN QUESTIONS, MOST OF WHICH 
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HE REFUSED TO ANSWER. THE MAIN PURPOSE OF MINTOFF'S PER- 
FORMANCE OBVIOUSLY WAS TO OBTAIN FREE PUBLICITY FOR HIS IDEAS ABOUT 
MALTA'S FUTURE AND HIS CONCEPT OF "PEACE" FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN. 

2. MUCH OF MINTOFF'S STATEMENT TO THE IOURNALISTS CONSISTED 
OF HIS VERSION OF THE HISTORY OF MALTESE POLITICS SINCE 

HIS LABOR (NOW "PROGRESSIVE SOCIALIST”) ADMINISTRATION WAS 
ELECTED IN 1 97 1 . ONCE AGAIN, HE WENT OVER THE FAMILIAR 
GROUND OF HOW HE HAD WORKED TO TURN MALTA FROM A MILITARY 
FORTRESS OF THE FOREIGNERS (THE BRITISH AND NATO) INTO A 
"TRULY MALTESE" ISLAND OF PEACE, WHOSE REAL INDEPENDENCE 
WOULD BEGIN IN 1979 AFTER THE LAST BRITISH FORCES LEAVE. 

3. WITH REGARD TO 1979, MINTOFF REPEATED THE FAMILIAR 

THEME THAT MALTA REQUIRED FUTURE GUARANTEES OF ITS NEUTRALITY 
AND ECONOMIC WELL-BEING FROM ITS MEDITERRANEAN NEIGHBORS, 

AND HE SAID THIS WAS WHY HIS GOVERNMENT WAS PURSUING THIS 
SUBJECT URGENTLY WITH LIBYA, ALGERIA, FRANCE AND ITALY. HE 
THEN ANNOUNCED THAT THE DISCUSSIONS WITH FRANCE AND ITALY 
HAD MADE PROGRESS AS THE RESULT OF HIS RECENT VISITS TO 
PARIS AND ROME (FOLLOWING THE COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE 
IN LONDON), AND THAT HE MIGHT "SOON BE ABLE TO ANNOUNCE 
AN AGREEMENT ON THE MORE IMPORTANT PARTS OF AN ACCORD" 

WITH THESE TWO COUNTRIES ABOUT MALTA'S FUTURE. HOWEVER, 

WHEN ASKED SUBSEQUENTLY ABOUT THE DETAILS OF THESE DIS- 
CUSSIONS, MINTOFF REPLIED THAT HE COULD NOT ELABORATE. 
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4. TURNING TO THE CONFERENCE OF MEDITERRANEAN SOCIALISTS, 

MINTOFF CLAIMED THAT THIS WAS THE "CROWNING EFFORT" OF 
MALTA'S WORK TOWARD PEACE IN THE AREA. HE ANNOUNCED THAT 
AGREEMENT ON THREE MAIN ISSUES HAD BEEN REACHED AT THE 
CONFERENCE. IT HAD BEEN DECIDED THAT THE NATIONS OF THE 
MEDITERRANEAN SHOULD: (1) WORK TOGETHER TO STRENGTHEN 
THEIR UNITY AND TO ENABLE ALL PEOPLES - SUCH AS THE 
PALESTINIANS AND THE CYPRIOTS - TO LIVE IN FREEDOM; (2) 

JOINTLY PRESS THE GOVERNMENTS ATTENDING THE BELGRADE CSCE 
MEETING TO ESTABLISH MACHINERY WHICH WOULD ENSURE THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MEDITERRANEAN DOCUMENT SIGNED AT 
HELSINKI; AND (3) CREATE MEANS BY WHICH THEIR MEDIA COULD 
"SPREAD THE SOCIALIST IDEAL" THROUGHOUT THE MEDITERRANEAN 

AND THUS FOSTER ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION IN THE AREA. 

5. AMONG THE QUESTIONS WHICH MINTOFF DUCKED WAS ONE 
ON THE MEDIAN LINE DISPUTE BETWEEN MALTA AND LIBYA. HIS 
ANSWER WAS THAT THE POSITION WAS EXACTLY THE SAME AS THE 
ONE BETWEEN LIBYA AND TUNISIA. MINTOFF ALSO REFUSED TO 
COMMENT ON THE RECENTLY-CONCULDED COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE. 
WHEN ASKED IF THE ISRAELI SOCIALIST PARTY WOULD BE ACCEPTED 
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INTO THE ORGANIZATION HOLDING THE PRESENT MEDITERRANEAN 
CONFERENCE, MINTOFF REGLIED THAT THIS MIGHT BE POSSIBLE 
IF THE ISRAELIS ONLY AGREED TO THE EARLIER BARCELONA 
DECLARATION OF THE GROUP, TO "GIVE THE PALESTINIANS 
THEIR RIGHTS ', AND TO WORK FOR THE REDUCTION OF US AND 
RUSSIAN FORCES IN THE MEDITERRANEAN AREA. 

6. COMMENT: ALL IN ALL, IT WAS A TYPICALLY PAROCHIAL 
MINTOFF PERFORMANCE, DESIGNED TO ENHANCE HIS PERSONAL 
IMAGE WITH THE MALTESE PUBLIC (WHO HAD ALMOST COMPLETELY 
IGNORED THE WEEK-LONG SOCIALIST CONFERENCE) AND, HOPEFULLY, 
TO GAIN ADDITIONAL COVERAGE OF MALTESE AFFAIRS IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS. HOWEVER, DUE TO THE GENERAL 
DISGRUNTLEMENT AMONG THE FOREIGN REPORTERS WITH MINTOFF'S 
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"I KNOW, BUT I CAN'T TELL YOU" APPROACH TO QUESTIONS, IT 
IS NOT LIKELY THAT HE MADE ANY HEADLINES ABROAD. AS FAR 
AS THE SOCIALIST CONFERENCE WAS CONCERNED, IT WAS INTERESTING 
THAT MINTOFF WAS ABLE TO ANNOUNCE THE RESULTS ALMOST TWO 
DAYS BEFORE THE PARTICIPANTS THEMSELVES HAD AGREED TO 
ANYTHING. END COMMENT. LAINGEN 
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